The following case, which occurred in the Western Infirmary while I was temporarily in charge of Dr. Gairdner's Wards, presents so characteristically most of the symptoms commonly met with in this disease that I have thought it worthy of detailed description. I would, in the first place, recall the principal points in the pathology of this disease, without which the symptoms can hardly be duly appreciated. In fatal cases it has been found that grey patches are present in the central nervous system, distributed with apparent irregularity in the spinal cord or the brain, or more frequently in both. These patches extend into the substance of the portion of nervous tissue concerned, and, as the nervous tissue proper is greatly destroyed in them, it is to be presumed that the function of the affected parts is seriously compromised. The patches appear to be produced by chronic It seems that patches are present in these situations in most cases, and so the characteristic tremor is usually present. Taking Charcot's explanation in conjunction with this one, we may suppose that the patches, affecting the motor strands in these peduncular parts, will cause an interference with the conduction of the impulses of the will and so lead to the tremor. The affection of speech is probably related to the existence of patches in the medulla oblongata and pons, but may be from lesions higher up in the brain.
